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Boy, 7, suspended for shaping pastry into gun, dad says 

A 7-year-old Maryland boy was suspended from school for 

two days for shaping a breakfast pastry into what his teacher 

thought looked like a gun, according to his father. 

FoxBaltimore.com reports that Josh Welch, a second-grader 

at Park Elementary School in Baltimore, was eating a 

strawberry tart when he decided to shape it into a mountain. 

"All I was trying to do was turn it into a mountain but, it didn't look like a 

mountain really and it turned out to be a gun [kind of]," Josh told the 

station. 

Josh, who suffers from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, said his 

teacher was visibly mad when she saw that the pastry looked like a gun, 

according to the report. 

The boy's dad, who was not identified in the report, was later notified that 

Josh had been suspended for two days for fashioning the pastry into a 

gun.  

A letter was sent home with students explaining that "a student used food 

to make an inappropriate gesture," the station reported. 

School officials declined to a 

request for comment from 

FoxBaltimore.com due to 

privacy issues. 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=10151321461754607


Summary of: Student Suspended For Pop-Tart Gun, Josh Welch, Files 

Appeal With Maryland County School System  By Joe Burris  

 
An attorney for an Anne Arundel County 7-year-old is seeking to have the student's 

record expunged (cleared), and said he plans to appeal to Maryland's highest court if 

necessary. 

 

"This kid was just as imaginative and is just as adventurous as Steve Jobs was at the age 

of 7," said Robin Ficker. 

 

Park Elementary School student Josh Welch was suspended March 1 for two days after 

school officials accused him of shaping the pastry into the form of a gun and waving it 

around. School officials sent a letter home to Park Elementary parents saying the student 

had been "removed from the classroom" for making "inappropriate gestures that 

disrupted the class." 

 

The incident has captured national attention and focused a debate on what constitutes a 

threat among schoolchildren. Josh's suspension came in the wake of heightened security 

concerns in schools across the country following the December shooting at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., where 20 children were killed. 

 

"Park Elementary has taken the worst possible interpretation of Joshua's actions," Ficker 

wrote in the appeal. "The chewed cereal bar looked no more like a gun than the puzzle 

pieces of the states of Idaho, Oklahoma, or Florida. ... There is no evidence that any other 

student was frightened by the pastry." 

 

Welch said the day of the suspension, he told his son, "'You're not in trouble by me.' I 

kind of explained to him the whole negative stigma around the whole gun culture and 

things like that, and how some people are uncomfortable about certain things like that. He 

couldn't really grasp it." 

 

Welch said he understands the issue touched a nerve as the nation debates guns, but said, 

"I try to keep a separation between this and the whole gun issue ... but they kind of go 

hand in hand. If it wasn't for that negative stigma in those debates, I don't think this 

would have happened in the first place. 

 

"But it tells me that a lot of more people than I think we know support my side of it, and 

a lot of people feel the same way I do," he said. 

 

The incident prompted State Sen. J.B. Jennings, a Republican representing Baltimore and 

Harford counties, to introduce a bill to prohibit principals "from suspending or expelling 

a student who brings to school or possesses on school property a picture of a gun, a 

computer image of a gun, a facsimile of a gun or any other object that resembles a gun 

but serves another purpose." 

 

But House Speaker Michael Busch, a Democrat representing Anne Arundel County, on 

Monday suggested the issue isn't a job for the Legislature. "I'll leave it to the 

superintendent of the schools," he said. 

 


