
4/14/15 Misplaced Modifiers Name: _____________________________ 

It Says What? 

Study this chart to see how a misplaced modifier can distort a writer's meaning. Then see how the modifier was 

moved so the sentence makes sense. 

 

  

Sentence #1: The patient was referred to a psychologist with several emotional problems. 

What the writer thinks it says: The patient has emotional problems. 

What the sentence really says: The psychologist has emotional problems. 

Correction: The patient with several emotional problems was referred to a psychologist. 

Sentence #2: Sam found a letter in the mailbox that doesn't belong to her. 

What the writer thinks it says: Sam found a letter that doesn't belong to her. 

What the sentence really says: The mailbox doesn't belong to Sam. 

Correction: Sam found a letter that doesn't belong to her in the mailbox. 

Sentence #3: Two cars were reported stolen by the Farmingdale police yesterday. 

What the writer thinks it says: The Farmingdale police reported two stolen cars. 

What the sentence really says: The police stole the two cars. 

Correction: Yesterday, the Farmingdale police reported that two cars were stolen. 

Sentence #4: Please take time to look over the brochure that is enclosed with your family. 

What the writer thinks it says: Look over the brochure with your family. 

What the sentence really says: The brochure is enclosed with your family. 

Correction: Please take time to look over the enclosed brochure with your family. 

Sentence #5: Luis had driven over with his wife, Chris, from their home in a Chevy for the basketball game. 

What the writer thinks it says: Luis and Chris drove in their Chevy to the game. 

What the sentence really says: Luis and Chris live in a Chevy. 

Correction: Luis had driven over in a Chevy with his wife, Chris, from their home for the basketball game. 



Quiz Show 

It's show time! To see if you've got the hang of writing sentences with correctly placed modifiers, rewrite each 

of the following bollixed-up sentences. 

1. The writer read from his new book wearing glasses. 

 

2. You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian composers, artists, and writers are buried 

daily except Thursday. 

 

3. As we begin, I must ask you to banish all information about the case from your mind, if you have any. 

 

4. For sale: An antique desk suitable for a lady with thick legs and large drawers. 

 

5. For sale: Mixing bowl set designed to please a cook with a round bottom for efficient beating. 

 

 

 

Illustrate one of the above examples: 

 

 


